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SUBJECT: CDU WILL OPPOSE SCHEEL 

1. AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF INDECISION, THE CDU HAS 
DECIDED TO NOMINATE A CANDIDATE TO OPPOSE SCHEEL IN 
THE ELECTION FOR FEDERAL PRESIDENT ON MAY 16. ON APRIL 
22ND THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CDU NOMINATED RICHARD VON 
WEIZSAECKER AND THE NOMINATION WILL BE CONFIRMED MAY 6 
BY THE PARTY AS A WHOLE. THE SPD/FDP HAS A 535 TO 501 
MAJORITY OVER THE CDU/CSU IN THE BODY THAT ELECTS THE 
PRESIDENT (BUNDESVERSAMMLUNG) AND THUS VON WEIZSAECKER 
HAS NO CHANCE OF ELECTION. HOWEVER, THE CDU'S DECISION 

IS POLITICALLY WISE BECAUSE IT GIVES THE OPPOSITION, 

WHICH HAS RECENTLY GAINED CONSIDERABLY IN PUBLIC 
SUPPORT, ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO PLACE ITSELF AND THE 
ATTRACTIVE VON WEIZSAECKER BEFORE THE PUBLIC. 

2. THE CSU, WHICH HAS ALL ALONG URGED THAT AN OPPOSING 
CANDIDATE BE NAMED, WILL, OF COURSE, SUPPORT VON 
WEIZSAECKER EVEN THOUGH THE POSITION OF VON WEIZSAECKER 
IS MORE LIBERAL THAN FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS WOULD LIKE. 
INDEED, STRAUSS HAS ALREADY PUBLICLY STATED THAT THE 
SELECTION OF VON WEIZSAECKER TO BE CANDIDATE IS AN 
ISOLATED ACT WITH ABSOLUTELY NO SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE 
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